
Let’s Start The Year Off With Friendship! 
Friendship and learning go hand 
in hand at the beginning of the 
school year.  Making new friends, 
meeting new teachers, learning 
new routines and concepts in the 
classroom can take some getting 
used to.  Parents, you can help by 
making sure your child gets a good 
breakfast, plenty of rest, and a 
quiet spot to complete homework.  

I hope this newsletter helps to 
answer many questions you may 
have.   

Here are some helpful tips to get 
you through the year! 

• Emails go into a spam file 
until it becomes a trusted 
sender, call or send a note so 
the teacher knows to look 
for your email.   

• The student handbook can 
be found on the NACS 
website.  Please take the time 
to read it.   

• Dress Code can be found in 
the student handbook.  

• If your child has an accident 
at school, we try our best to 
find clothing for them to 
change into.  Please wash 
and return them to the 
nurses office.  We may have 
to call you to bring in    

clothing if we don’t have 
your child’s size.   

• The “Lost and Found Box” 
is in the front office.  Please 
make sure you have your 
child check for lost items! 

• All students will need to be 
accompanied by an adult 
and signed in at the office if 
late to school. Tardy bell 
rings at 7:45.  

• If your child is ill, please call 
before 8:30 a.m. to ext. 
5500.  They will need a 
Doctor’s note when they 
return to school for it to be 
considered an excused  
absence.    

• Dismissal changes need to be 
called in before 1:00 p.m. 

• Students will not be       
permitted to have friends 
ride the bus home with them 
this year. 

• Daily individual snacks need 
to be healthy.   

• Birthday or Special Occasion 
treats need to be healthy, 
store bought & individually 
wrapped.  (No cakes,     
desserts, or cupcakes)     
Nothing that needs to be 

refrigerated or heated.  
Teachers need to be able to 
send home with students via 
book bags if they so choose.   

• The office phone number is 
625-3161 and the fax     
number is 625-3975. 

• If you need to make any 
changes to your child’s 
schedule during the day, 
please don’t email just one 
person.  The teacher or staff 
member you email may be 
out that day and no one will 
get the message.  Either call 
the office or email several of 
us.  Example; the teacher, 
Kim and Teresa in the front 
office.   

• If your child stays after 
school for any reason, they 
need a note stating why and 
who is picking them up.  
Even if you have signed a 
permission slip.   

If you have any questions please 
call Kim or Teresa in the office, 
we’ll be happy to help you!        
625-3161 

 

Miss Kim 

Device Protection Plan 
All students in grades K-5 have 
their Chromebooks!                     
If you haven’t enrolled in the 
DPP you still can.  Your 
child’s Chromebook and 
adapter/charger will need to 
be sent to the Media Center so 
Mrs. Colclasure can check to 
make sure the device is not 

broken or damaged yet.  If it is 
damaged, any needed repairs 
must be made at full cost  
before the coverage will go 
into effect. 

The program is optional, but 
accidents do happen!  We 
have heard the biggest issue is 
with students closing their 

Chromebooks with a pen or 
pencil inside.  This has broken 
many screens.  Ear buds are 
also listed as a problem for  
broken screens.   Please check 
out the plan if you are       
interested on the NACS   
website.   
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The Spirit of Arcola 
Kate Johanningsmeier,  Pr inc ipa l 

 
School Delays and        

Closings for       
Northwest Allen  

County Schools 

The quickest way to 
find out about school 
delays or closings is 

TV or radio.  The 
NACS website will 
also list delays and 
closings.  If you have 
a Twitter account you 
can also get tweets 

from 

@NWAllenSchoolFW 

Please refer to  
handbooks for delay 
schedules.  Please be 

sure to read the       
3 hour delay     

schedule in the  
handbook, if we go 
to a 3 hour delay, 

the end of the school 
day is extended until 

3:30.   



Hello Arcola Family, 

It has been a wonderful start to this new school year! Students are settling in and making new friends and we are  

so excited to have them back in the halls and classrooms for the 2022-23 school year. As I have been visiting     

classrooms, it has been awesome to see how excited the students are about what they are learning. Our students 

are doing a great job learning procedures and getting back into the swing of things.  

Our first Lifeline this year for the month of August was Friendship. It has been great getting to know the students 

and seeing them make new friendships and support and encourage one another. As we move into September we 

will focus on the Lifeline of Cooperation. We will talk more at our all-school Eagle Extravaganza later in September 

about Cooperation, helping one another, and working towards a common goal.  

I look forward to partnering with you this year as we work together to support our students as they learn and grow. 

I hope to see you at upcoming events, and I encourage you to get involved in our PTO. The PTO is a great supporter 

of Arcola and works hard to support students and staff. They also provide funding to support special programs and 

activities for our students.  

I know we are going to have a great year together at Arcola! If you have questions that come up throughout the 

year, please reach out to your child’s teacher or feel free to contact the school office and we will be happy to help 

you. 

Thank you for all your support and help in getting this year started on such a positive note! 

In Partnership, 

Kate Johanningsmeier 
Principal 

Kate.Johanningsmeier@nacs.k12.in.us 

 

The “J” Journal 

mailto:Kate.Johanningsmeier@nacs.k12.in.us


It is so good to be back!!  We 

have had a great start to our 

school year.  Establishing daily 

routines will help your student 

do their best and help deal with 

change when it may arise.  

Consider starting one of the  

following routines in your   

household if you haven’t       

already.  Play a soothing song in 

the morning and ask them to be 

dressed and ready by the time it 

is over.  Offer your child healthy 

choices for breakfast (ex. whole 

wheat bagel with peanut      

butter; orange juice blended 

with fruit and yogurt; instant  

oatmeal).                                  

Ask your child to share two 

good things that happened 

during the day.  Help your child 

choose a time for homework 

when they are most alert—and 

try not to change it.  Suggest 

that your child get in bed 15 

minutes early to read, make up 

stories, or talk quietly with you.  

These routines might help your 

child feel relaxed, energized, 

connected, prepared and    

rested.  What a great way to 

start each day! 

Counselors Corner                   Mrs. Saleh 

Healthy Tid Bits                       Brenda Jones, R.N. 

Guidelines on when to send your child to school vs. keeping your child home 
 

 
 

NACS is offering the flu mist, through Super Shot, on September 29 at Arcola. 

Information about the event is posted on the NACS homepage. 

Symptom Send to School Keep at Home 

Fever During the past 24 hours, the student’s 
temperature has been below 100.4 and no 
fever reducing medication has been taken. 

During the past 24 hours, the stu-
dent’s temperature has been more 
than 100.4 degrees. 

Diarrhea During the past 24 hours, no more than 
one watery stool has occurred. 

During the past 24 hours, more 
than one watery stool has occurred. 

Vomiting During the past 24 hours, no vomiting has 
occurred. 

During the past 24 hours, vomiting 
has occurred. 

Eyes Eyes may be itchy, but are not red, crusty, 
or draining. 

Eyes are pink, draining, crusty, 
itchy, painful, sensitive to light, or 
student has vision changes. 

Cough/Runny Nose Slight cough or runny nose, but no fever, 
and student can cover cough, blow nose, 
and wash hands per self. 

Symptoms are severe enough that 
student is unable to learn.  The 
student has a fever, or is unable to 
cover cough, blow nose, or wash 
hands per self. 

Rash Rash is not draining or spreading.  Stu-
dent does not have a fever, and symptoms 
of itching are not severe enough to impede 
learning. 

Rash is bothersome and distract-
ing.  Student has a fever or severe 
itching, or rash is spreading or 
draining. 



Musical Notes                           Mrs. Leahy 
Welcome Back!  It is so good to see these kids!  They have grown so much and appear quite refreshed and eager  
to get back at it.  Music classes thus far have been laying the groundwork for another amazing year!  We have been 
establishing procedures and expectations.  We have taken our beginning of the year CAAT (curriculum          
alignment) pre-test.  We will take this test again at the end of the year and the goal is that the students have made 
growth.   

We are going to be starting choir on Tuesday, the 6th of September.  This is for students who love to sing in grades 
4 and 5.  The choir will meet on Tuesday afternoons for a half hour.  I can accept choir forms up until that day.  
If you need another form, email me or have your student pick one up outside the music room.   

Band will be starting on Wednesday, Sept. 14th.  Band is a choice for our 5th grade students.  To be in band, we 
ask that you sign up for an appointment with our music company Quinlan and Fabish for our Band Fitting night 
held here at Arcola on Monday, Sept. 12th.  Sign up is located outside the music room.  If you want to e-mail me, I 
can let you know what times are left and get you signed up.  Interested students should have brought home a letter 
explaining band and how we do things here.  If you need a copy of that letter, feel free to e-mail me.  More copies 
of the band letter are located outside of the music room as well.  Reminders for fitting times for band will be    
coming home soon.  We are so excited to be able to offer this wonderful opportunity for your students.  Feel free 
to contact me with any questions regarding band.   

During all music classes this year, we will be learning about world music.  We will be studying music from the 
following countries: Spain, India, Japan, Africa, France and Italy.  Students will get a flavor of the music and    
culture from those countries and will be introduced to where they are located on the map of our world.  I am  
excited to explore different countries and take your kids on a virtual trip around our world! 

Welcome back!  We kicked off the year with some new soccer activities in PE class this year.  Pin soccer has been  
a big hit with the older students.  Our younger grades have focused on ball handling skills with dribbling and  
passing the soccer ball. 

We are beginning all the pre assessments in class this week and next.  Skipping, sliding, throwing, and catching. 
Our endurance bucket run will also be coming up soon.   This week I will be checking to see what students can  
tie their shoes.  Keeping their shoes tied in class is a safety issue and a good life skill to have. If your child needs 
help with this a paper will come home for them to practice and I will retest again in a few weeks.  I will be doing 
this for all grades K-5. 

If your child likes to wear sandals to school, I encourage packing an extra pair of socks for them to keep at school.  
I am tending to a lot of blisters from gym shoes being worn without socks.  They can keep their socks here at 
school until the cold weather sets in.  

Looking forward to a great school year! 

Mrs. Eakright 

P.E. Central                     Mrs. Eakright 



Welcome back to another year in the art room. Students, in 
all grades, will be participating in lessons that focus on the art 
room procedures, common assessments, and elearning all 
while making art!  

I am working on my art Canvas page and hope to have it   
published by the 1st of September, although I will likely be 
editing the home page a lot during the first couple of weeks. 
Be sure to check back often. Art room procedures will be   

accessible there, as well as, grade level buttons which will allow you to view our art lessons. Any future 
eLearning assignments will always appear at the top of the home page in the announcements section, for 
quick access. 

 
In art class, I attempt to provide students with creative experiences that go beyond crayons and markers. 

We’re going to use cool stuff and lots of it! Your child will soon have their hands on bottles of glue, oil 

pastels, and permanent markers (to name just a few). Therefore, respect for materials and each other are 

a big part of the art room procedures. Paint shirts are also an important part of our art room procedures. 

Paint shirts are provided by the art room. They prevent some serious messes, however, accidents can still 

happen. Here is a list of who has art when so you can plan your 

child’s outfit for best results: 

 

Wednesday: Archbold, Stefanek, Saunders, Fisher, Germann 

Thursday:  Beeching, Elder, Kersjes, Kirk 

Friday: Winchester, Kaduk, Decker 

 

Items needed/wanted/wished for: Magazines like Family Fun and home and cooking 

magazines, Cardboard trays from Aldi (never enough), Toilet paper tubes and paper towel tubes,   
Gallon size Ziploc bags for storing art projects, empty tissues boxes 

 

The Indiana State Standards for visual art have a focus on creating art, making connections through art, 

responding to art, and presenting art. These standards help to strengthen student creativity  and the   

relationship they have to art,  both as an appreciator and a creator of art. On your student’s report card, 

scores for art achievement will be categorized into the four  standards: Creating, Connecting,                

Responding, and Presenting. 

That’s all folks, Ms. Sirois 



We’re so happy to continue STEAM as a weekly special this year!  

This summer, I was able to attend a virtual workshop for the makerspace called 
Making Makers Mainstream. There was an emphasis on leading students to see 
themselves as makers and designers of real world applications and solutions, so 
don’t be surprised if your child talks a lot about it. This workshop was through 
Region 8 and sponsors, whose generosity provided new equipment for our     
makerspace including Micro: Bits and Edison robots!  

 

In addition, friends and family were kind enough to purchase items from my teacher wish list, and they have provided us with tool 
kits, 3D printer filaments and custom spool holders, aviation models, and a start to our sewing center. Needless to say, I am excited 
for the opportunities available to our students in STEAM class this year.  

I am working hard to get the STEAM Canvas page up and published so that you can stay in touch with the lessons that we do every 
week. Links to STEAM lessons will be available by clicking the grade level buttons on the STEAM homepage.  Any future eLearning 
lessons will be posted at the top of the home page in the announcements section. 

 

 Kindergarten …is learning that STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and    

                            Mathematics. They created a robot collage and a 3D paper person. 

First Grade ... Second Grade... Third Grade … Fourth Grade … Fifth grade …  

 

All other grade levels are learning what it means to think like and be like a maker. They created makerspace 
ID badges to instill a sense of inclusion in the makerspace mindset, and they  will focus on how simple ideas 
can grow into inventions that can change the world. Can you think like a maker too? In what ways is a seagull 
like a space shuttle?  

 

      

 

Items needed/ wanted/wished for: Calculators, working or not, Gallon size Ziploc for storing STEAM projects, sturdy  
paper plates, colored copier paper, colored copier paper or other scrapbook paper, double sided origami     
paper, any building toys you no longer want (tinker toys, blocks, etc.), Retractable Tapes measures, sewing       
notions, cardboard trays from Aldi:  

    

                                          Thanks for tuning in, :) Ms. Sirois 

 



 
 





 

School:  Arcola Elementary 

Breakfast time:  7:30 to 7:45 

Price:  K-5 $1.55 

Location:  Cafeteria 


